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ONNECT YO RSELF TO
THE FUTURE BY
EXPLORING YOUR CAREER

cnlumhus Indenemle t A
School District creates ”
pathway to the future for all
students.
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8" Grade Students and Parents:

Choosing a career is a big decision. Planning for the future is not something you do
once. It's an ongoing process. Career planning has three steps that will cycle through
and repeat throughout a person'’s working life.

By following the steps below as outlined on the ACT Explore website, young people
can make informed career decisions. Parents can help their students explore options
and discover what it will take to reach their goals.

The Three Steps in the Career Planning Process
Step One: Know yourself
Evaluate yourself—your interests, abilities, and work values.

Step Two: Explore options and choose a direction
Gather information to consider career options that relate to what you know about yourself.

Step Three: Make plans and take action

Consider issues that can affect your plans and take appropriate actions to accomplish your goals.
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Columbus ISD is pleased to have administered the ACT Explore to our 8" grade
students in order to assist them in the important process of career selection and
exploration. Each student received a Student Score Report explaining their results.
The intent of this booklet is to enrich the career information provided in the score
reports, provide additional resources, explaining the value of a Tech Prep post high
school plan and connect student goals with Columbus High School course offerings
and all post high school learning institutions.
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Career Planning Using the ACT Explore

The ACT Explore is published by ACT and is nationally normed test
which measures interests and abilities. Students utilize results of the
assessment to develop personal plans that include setting career goals and
planning a curriculum (course choices) to achieve those goals. The Act Explore
is administered to 8" grade students during the fall semester. Results of the
assessment are distributed early in the spring semester in an effort to assist
students with the development of a high school graduation plan.

The ACT Explore consists of four academic ability tests (English,
Reading, Mathematics and Science). Feed back in these four areas help
students understand the importance of these four abilities in all occupations.
The results are nationally normed by grade level.

Itis also inclusive of an Inventory of Work-Relevant Abilities which helps
students rate themselves in twelve work-related areas, many of which are not
assessed by tests. The inventory provides scores on eight scales
corresponding career clusters, which are presented in this booklet.

Scores from the Inventory of Work-Related Abilities are linked to the
World-of Work map, which locates career fields according to their involvement
with data, ideas, people and things. The World-of-Work Map helps students
bridge the gap between test scores and the work world.

Career exploration is a life-long, incremental and developmental process.
Results of this assessment cannot be viewed as permanent, but rather as a
focused introduction to career exploration.




Columbus Independent Schoof District

Portrait of a Graduate

The fundamental goals of Columbus Independent School District are to enable our students by
the end of their senior year to be:

CONTINUOUS LEARNERS who
7rcommit to the process of life-long learning
7« formulate positive core values

s'cset priorities and goals

vrtake responsibility for pursuing their goals

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS who
vmaster written and oral communication skills
vrutilize technical skills toward productive and effective daily living

CONTRIBUTING CITIZENS who

vrtake the initiative to contribute their time and talents to improve the welfare of themselves
and others

7vdemonstrate a sense of social responsibility to their community

7« faithfully participate in the democratic process

7rexhibit a healthy lifestyle

COLLABORATIVE TEAM MEMBERS who
7ruse effective leadership and group skills to establish cooperative interpersonal
relationships with team members

“rvalue diversity and unique personal qualities for all ethnic and religious backgrounds in an
ever-changing world
“rhave pride in their culture and appreciate the contributions of all cultures

QUALITY PRODUCERS who

7rdemonstrate high standards and a strong work ethic

7<prepare themselves for careers with a sense of confidence and self-worth
“<monitor and correct own performance as needed

Yrcreate intellectual, artistic, and practical products and services
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Career Clusters Interest Survey

Name

School Date

Directions: Circle the items in each box that best describe you. You may make as many or as few circles in each
box as you choose. Add up the number of circles in each box. Look to see which three boxes have the highest
numbers. Find the corresponding Career Clusters on the pages immediately following this survey to see which
Career Clusters you may want to explore.

Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Learn how things grow and stay alive. that describe me: that I tike: number
2. Make the best use of the earth’s natural 1. Self-reliant 1. Math circled in
resources. 2. Nature lover 2. Life Sciences Box 1
3. Hunt and/or fish, 3. Physically active 3. Earth Sciences
4. Protect the environment. 4, Planner 4. Chemistry
5. Be outdoors in all kinds of weather. 5. Creative problem solver 5. Agriculture
6. Plan, budget, and keep records.
7. Operate machines and keep them in good
repair,
Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Use my imagination to communicate new | that describe me: that I like: number
information to others. 1. Creative and imaginative | 1. Art/Graphic design circled in
2. Perform in front of others. 2. Good communicator/good | 2. Music Box 2
3. Read and write. vocabulary 3. Speech and Drama
4. Play a musical instrument., 3. Curious about new 4. Journalism/Literature
5. Perform creative, artistic activities. technology 5. Audiovisual
6. Use video and recording technology. 4. Relate well to feelings Technologies
7. Design brochures and posters. and thoughts of others
5. Determined/tenacious
Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Perform routine, organized activities but | that describe me: that I like: number
can be flexible. 1. Organized 1. Computer circled in
2. Work with numbers and detailed 2. Practical and logical Applications/Business Box 3
ME  information. 3. Patient and Information
é 3. Be the leader in a group. 4. Tactful Technology
5T 4. Make business contact with people. 5. Responsible 2. Accounting
S. Work with computer programs. 3. Math
6. Create reports and communicate ideas. 4. English
7. Plan my work and follow instructions 5. Economics
without close supervision.

Source: Adapted from the Guidance Division Survey, Oklahoma Department of Career and Technolagy Education (2005)

Note: This survey does not make any claims of statisticol reliability and has not been normed. It is intended for use
s a guidance tool to generate discussion regarding careers and is valid for that purpose.
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Career Clusters Interest Survey Cont.

Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Work under pressure. that describe me: that I like: |.1umber
2. Help sick people and aninals. 1. Compassionate and 1. Biological Sciences circled in
3. Make decisians based on logic and canng 2. Chemistry Box 4
information. 2. Good at following 3. Math
4. Participate in health and science classes. directions 4. Occupational Health
5. Respond quickly and caLmly in emergencies. | 3. Conscientious and careful classes
6. Work as a member of a teatn. 4. Patient 5. Language Arts
7. Follow guidelines precisely and meet strict | 5. Good listener
standards of accuracy.
Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Investigate new places and activities. that describe me: that I like: number
2. Work with all ages and types of people. 1. Tactful 1. Language Arts/Speech | circled in
. 3. Organize activities in wwhich other people 2. Self-motivated 2. Foreign Language Box 5
%5 enjoy themselves. 3. Works well with others 3. Social Sciences
R 4. Have a fiexible schedule. 4. Qutgoing 4. Marketing
Sl 5. Help people make up their minds. 5. Slow to anger 5. Food Services
6. Communicate easily, tactfully, and
courteously.
7. Learn about other cultures.
Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Work with computers. that describe me: that I like: number
2. Reason clearly and logically to solve 1. Logical/analytical thinker | 1. Math circled in
complex problems. 2. See details in the big 2. Science Box 6
¥ 3. Use machines, techniques, and processes. picture 3. Computer Tech/
& 4. Read technical materials and diagrams and | 3. Persistent Applications
8 solve technical problems. 4. Good concentration skills | 4. Communications
5. Adapt to change. S. Precise and accurate 5. Graphic Design
6. Play video games and figure out how they
work.
7. Concentrate for long periods without being
distracted.
Activities that describe what I like to do: Personal qualities School subjects Total
1. Interpret formulas. that describe me: that I like: number
2. Find the answers to questions. 1. Detail-oriented 1. Math circled in
Work in a laboratary. 2. Inquisitive 2. Science Box 7

3.

4. Figure out how things work and investigate
new things.

5. Explore new technology.

6. Experiment to find the best way to do
something.

7. Pay attention to details and help things be
precise.

3. Objective
4. Methodical
5. Mecharically inclined

3. Drafting/Computer-
Aided Orafting

4. Flectronics/Computer
Networking

5. Technical Classes/
Technology Education

Page 2 of 3
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Career Clusters Interest Survey Cont.
My top three Career Clusters of interest are:

1.

2.

3.

For more information, check with a career counselor at your high school, career technical center, higher
education institution, or one-stop career center.

Disclaimer: Your interests may change over time. These survey results are intended to assist you with informal career

exploration. Consider more formal assessments and other resources or services to help you plan your career. This survey
does not make any claims of statistical reliability.

Page 3 of 3



The Seven Career Clusters

The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, and
development of agricultural commodities and resources including food,
fiber, wood products, natural resources, horticulture, and other plant
and animal products/resources.

Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and publishing
multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design,
journalism, and entertainment services.

Business Management and Administration careers encompass planning,
organizing, directing and evaluation business functions essential to
efficient and productive business operations. Business Management
and Administration career opportunities are available in every sector of
the economy.

Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic
services, health informatics, support services, and biotechnology
research and development.

5
¢ Lﬂ dspitality &

‘Tourism

Hospitality and Tourism encompasses the management, marketing and
operations of restaurants and other food services, lodging, attractions
and recreation events, and travel-related services.

Building linkages in IT occupations framework for entry-level,
technical, and professional careers related to the design, development,
support and management of hardware, software, multimedia, and
systems integration services.

erice, Torhmnlogy,
Enginvering oo Mathomatics
1\

Planning, managing, and providing scientific research and professional
and technical services (e.g., physical science, social science,
engineering) including laboratory and testing services, and research
and development services.
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Methods to Earn College Credit

° The College Board Advanced
Placement Program (AP)

° College Credit by Articulation
. Advanced Technical Credit
Program (ATC)
. Local Articulation Options

° Dual Credit
by Concurrent College Enroliment

° Credit by Examination or for
Experience

High school students can include courses in their
graduation plans that may apply toward academic and/or
technical degrees at colleges and universities statewide.

Students may earn college credit immediately, earn
banked aedit (credit in escrow) through articulation, or
prepare to test-out of a college degree requirement.

High school courses taken for this purpose should help
advance a student's career goal and/or count toward a
two- or four-year college degree in the student's area of
interest.

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools
Section 1 - Page 1

Region § ESC
August 2003



The College Board Advanced Placement Program (AP)

is a nationally recognized program for introducing students to college-level work
while they are still in high school. Students who enroll in higher-level academic
courses identified for Advanced Placement may be eligible to receive college
credit based on high school course grades and performance on national AP
examinations. Colleges and universities publish policies for award of AP credit or
AP advanced placement in their bulletins.

Advantages

Exposure to college-level coursework

Student AP exam score of 3 or above counts as an advanced measure for
the Distinguished Achievement Program

e Recognized at colleges and universities nationwide
Large selection of academic courses included in the AP program
o State-sponsored incentive program for participating school districts
A0
5D Possible Limitations

| A

Applies to AP-designated academic courses only
College Board AP examination fee required

Students must score a 3 or above on AP exam to count as an advanced
measure, potentially delaying award of the Distinguished Achievement
Program seal

° Award of credit or advanced placement at colleges and universities varies
depending on examination scores
° Secondary schools may be limited in AP course offerings and course

scheduling options

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools Region 5 ESC
Section 1 - Page 2 August 2003
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College Board Advanced Placement Program

How to participate

In the fall, schools indicate intent to participate by completing a
College Board participation form and selecting an AP coordinator.
Students enroll in AP high school courses offered by a school
participating in the College Board Advanced Placement Program.

Type of courses
involved

Academic. Selected from over 30 state-approved AP courses.

High school transcript
(AAR) course code

upn

High school course
numbers and
abbreviations

Course numbers in the Advanced Placement section of PEIMS
Code Table C022 that begin with the letter “A." These course
codes may be used by school districts that offer The College Board
Advanced Placement courses in accordance with 19 TAC 74.29
and 74.30.

Student selection

Schools may allow open enroliment in AP courses or may be very
restrictive in admitting students to AP courses. According to The
College Board, the program is not designed only for elite or gifted
and talented students. Participation by minority and economically
disadvantaged students is encouraged. Schools are encouraged
by The College Board to develop written guidelines for admitting
students into AP courses.

Faculty requirements

High school faculty with formal College Board staff development.
AP workshops and institutes are state-funded and may be offered
by regional education service centers (ESCs).

Terms for award of
high school credit

Passing grade as established by the participating school district.

Terms for award of
college credit

Qualifying exams are offered by participating schools in May.
Students must meet minimum or qualifying scores on College
Board AP exams that are determined by the college or university
awarding credit. Credit is awarded after enroliment in a college or
university.

Student GPA and
Graduation Plan

The school may establish a weighted GPA for AP courses. Scores
of 3 or above on AP examinations count as advanced measures for
the Distinguished Achievement Program.

Student enroliment
status

Enrolled in high school only.

Texas Success
Initiative

A student is not required to be assessed for basic skills using one
of the four approved Texas higher education instruments before
enrolling in AP courses.

Tuition and fees

AP exam fees are $80 and fee reduction credits are available. The
State of Texas funds a fee subsidy for low-income students.
Although colleges may charge a fee to transcript credit, no college
tuition is required.

Benefits to students

High school students may receive weighted points toward their
GPA. Students who qualify can receive college credit for general
academic core requirements for two- and four-year college

degrees.

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools

Section 1 - Page 3

Region 5 ESC
August 2003



The Advanced Technical Credit Program (Statewide Articulation)
is an advanced placement program initiated in the 1999-2000 school year to
provide a method for high school students who continue technical programs of
study in college to receive credit for knowledge and skills without duplication of
coursework. Studenis successfully demonstrating college-level competence in
content-enhanced high school courses are eligible to receive banked (in escrow)
credit for courses that are part of an associate of applied science (AAS) degree
or certificate plan offered by public two-year colleges. Some universities may
also honor these courses, particularly those that offer BAAS, BAT, BSIS, or
similar baccalaureate degrees.

Advantages

Exposure to college-level coursework

Course grade of 3.0 or above counts as an advanced measure for the
Distinguished Achievement Program

Recognized at many public two-year colleges across the state

Large selection of career and technology courses and some academic
courses

° Students begin a college technical major in high school

A0
b Possible Limitations

A

Applies primarily to the associate of applied science (AAS) degree
Credit applies only if a student can use the course in a related college

degree plan
° Credit banked until a student completes six semester hours of additional
college-level coursework, which may include AP, CLEP, and/or dual credit
° Transfer of credit to universities may be limited
® Secondary schools may be limited in articulated career and technology or

academic course offerings and course scheduling options

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools Region 5 ESC
Section 1 - Page 4 August 2003
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The Advanced Technical Credit Program (ATC)

How to participate

Schools elect to participate by offering courses identified for
statewide articulation and by faculty participation in state-required
staff development. Students enroll in specific high school courses
offered by a school participating in the ATC Program.

Type of courses
involved

Primarily career and technology, some academic; selected from
over 90 state-approved courses.

High school transcript
(AAR) course code

uAn

High school course
numbers and
abbreviations

CT course numbers in the ATC/Tech Prep section of PEIMS Code
Table C022 that include the letter “T." These course codes may
be used by school districts that adhere to the teacher staff
development and course content requirements outlined by TEA
and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board in the ATC
Standard Articulation Agreement.

Student selection

Students are selected based on interest in technical careers that
require a minimum of an associate degree and their ability to do
college-level work. For award of college credit, most statewide-
articulated courses must be taken at the junior or senior levels.

Facuity requirements

High school faculty with qualifications equal to or greater than the
minimum required for college faculty teaching the college-
equivalent course and who have successfully completed state-
required staff development, which may be offered by colleges,
Tech Prep consortia, and/or education service centers (ESCs).

Terms for award of
high school credit

Passing grade as established by the participating school district.

Terms for award of
college credit

Course grade of 80 or above in all courses or course sequences.
The student must enroll in a participating two-year college within
15 months of high school graduation, declare a degree plan that
includes the college-equivalent course, and complete six additional
non-developmental college hours.

Student GPA and
Graduation Plan

The school may establish a weighted GPA for these courses.
Completion of these courses with a grade of 3.0 or higher counts
as advanced measures for the Distinguished Achievement
Program.

Student enroliment
status

Enrolled in high school only.

Texas Success
Initiative

A student is not required to be assessed for basic skills using one
of the four approved Texas higher education instruments before
enrolling in statewide-articulated courses.

Tuition and fees

Although colleges may charge a fee to transcript credit, there is no
college tuition required.

Benefits to students

High school students may receive weighted points toward their
GPA. Students who qualify can receive credit for technical course
requirements for a two-year associate of applied science degree or
certificate.

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools

Section 1 - Page 5

Region 5 ESC
August 2003



Local articulation options

provide high school students options for award of articulated college credit for
high school or colleie courses not covered by the Advanced Technical Credit
Program (Statewide Articulation) and a method to articulate courses and
programs with collegs not participating in the ATC Program. Conditions for
award of credit for casrses that are part of an associate of applied science (AAS)
degree plan are deswibed in locally developed articulation agreements. Some
universities may alsohonor these courses.

Advantages

Exposure to cilege-level coursework

Course grade ¢f 3.0 or above counts as an advanced measure for the
Distinguished A chievement Program

Designed to e et regional college program requirements
Based on cournes offered by the high school and local college
Students begina college technical major in high school

D)
&4 Possible Limitations

° Applies primariy to the associate of applied science (AAS) degree

° Award of credildepends on terms of each local agreement

o Transfer of cretit to other colleges or universities may be limited

° Individual agre: ments with multiple colleges may be required

° Competency examinations may be required for award of college credit
Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools Region 5 ESC
Section 1 - Page 6 August 2003
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Local Articulation Options

How to participate

Schools elect to enter into articulation agreements for specific
courses or programs with two-year colleges.

Type of courses
involved

Primarily career and technology, some academic.

High school transcript
(AAR) course code

"A” and identification of the college courses and the participating
college and course articulations in the local use area on the
reverse side of the transcript (AAR).

High school course
numbers and
abbreviations

Course numbers in the relevant sections of PEIMS Code Table
C022. Schools may use ATC statewide-articulated courses
numbers in local agreements if ATC course and faculty
requirements are met.

Student selection

Students are selected based on interest in technical careers that
require a minimum of an associate degree, their ability to do
college-level work, and any additional terms outlined in the local
articulation agreement.

Faculty requirements

High school faculty with qualifications equal to or greater than the
minimum required for college faculty teaching the college
equivalent course, and any additional requirements outlined in the
local articulation agreement.

Terms for award of

Passing grade as established by the participating school district.

Graduation Plan

high school credit

Terms for award of Conditions outlined in the local articulation agreement.
college credit

Student GPA and The school may establish a weighted GPA for these courses.

Completion of these courses with a grade of 3.0 or higher counts
as advanced measures for the Distinguished Achievement
Program.

Student enroliment
status

Enrolled in high school only.

Texas Success
Initiative

A student is not required to be assessed for basic skills using one
of the four approved Texas higher education instruments before
enrolling in locally articulated courses.

Tuition and fees

Although colleges may charge a fee to transcript credit, there is no
college tuition required.

Benefits to students

High school students may receive weighted points toward their
GPA. Students who qualify can receive credit for technical course
requirements for a two-year associate of applied science degree or
certificate.

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools
Section 1 - Page 7

Region 5 ESC
August 2003



Dual credit by concurrent college enroliment

is a process through which students gain early admission to a college or
university and enroll in academic and/or technical courses for college credit
before they graduate irom high school (concurrent enrollment). Students may
also receive high school credit on successful completion of these courses (dual
credit). Tuition for the college course is paid either by the student or by the
student's school, or may be waived by a participating two- or four-year college.

Advantages f’:@é@)

Exposure to college courses often taught on a college campus

Course grade o13.0 or above counts as an advanced measure for the
Distinguished A chievement Program

° College credit isawarded on successful completion of course
requirements

Early college admission
Enhanced course transferability

A0
S Possible Limitations

N

Students must rmeet college admission requirements
Students must rmeet college basic skills assessment requirements

Students are ge rerally limited to taking two concurrent college courses
each semester

Students may besubject to college tuition and fees
Students may need to travel to a college campus

Earning College Credit in T exas High Schools Region 5 ESC
Section 1 - Page 8 August 2003
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Dual Credit by Concurrent College Enroliment

How to participate

High school students enroll as an early admission student in a
participating institution of higher education to earn college credit.
Courses may be taken on the college or university campus, or a
college may offer the course at the high school.

Type of courses
involved

Academic or technical.

High school transcript
(AAR) course code

"o

High school course
numbers and
abbreviations

High schools awarding credit toward graduation for college
courses determine course equivalents for duai credit.

Student selection

Students are selected based on their interest in early admission to
college and their ability to do college-level work. Students must
pass all sections of the TAAS or TAKS and obtain approval from
their designated school official, and may be subject to terms of the
Texas Success Initiative (see below).

Faculty requirements

Either college facuity or high school facuity that meet the minimum
requirements as specified by the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and who are
selected, supervised, and evaluated by the coilege.

Terms for award of
high school credit

Determined by policies adopted by the local school district's board
of trustees.

Terms for award of
college credit

High school, as well as college credit, is transcripted immediately
upon successful completion of the course. Grading criteria should
be devised to allow facuity the opportunity to award high school
only or high school and college credit depending on student
performance.

Student GPA and
Graduation Plan

The school may establish a weighted GPA for these courses.
Completion of college courses with a grade of 3.0 or higher counts
as advanced measures for the Distinguished Achievement
Program.

Student enroliment
status

Enrolled in high school and college concurrently.

Texas Success
Initiative

A student is required to be assessed for basic skills using one of
the four approved Texas higher education instruments before
enrolling in dual credit courses, unless exempt because of TAAS,
TAKS, ACT, and/or SAT scores, or intent to enroll in a college
certificate program of less than 42 semester credit hours.

Tuition and fees

Student is subject to ali applicable college tuition and fees. The
student's school may pay tuition or institutions of higher education
may waive tuition.

Benefits to students

High school students may receive weighted points toward their
GPA. Students who qualify can receive immediate credit for
general academic core requirements and/or technical
requirements for two- or four-year college degrees.

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools

Section 1 - Page 9
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Credit by exami nation or for experience

offers students an opportunity to demonstrate college-level knowledge and earn
college credit or advinced placement by examination, or by petitioning a college
or university for cred! after documentation of appropriate experience. Students
demonstrate knowleige by taking College Board CLEP exams (academic
courses) or college or university departmental exams (academic and technical
courses).

Advantages f’:@é@_}

No specific course enroliment required
Students may opt to take an examination for credit at any time
CLEP examinalion scores accepted at colleges and universities

nationwide
° Large selection of CLEP examinations for academic courses
High school stidents can bank CLEP examination scores pending college
enroliment
> ‘ .@
G‘h Possible Limitations

CLEP examin aions are offered for academic courses only

CLEP examin aion fees are required. Colleges may also charge tuition or
fees for credit by departmental examination or for experience

o Colleges and wiversities may have different policies regarding award of
credit for CLE Pexaminations
° Not all college o university departments offer credit by departmental

examination orfor experience

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools Region 5 ESC
Section 1 - Page 10 August 2003
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Credit by Examination or for Experience

How to participate

A student may elect to take College Board CLEP examinations in
high school or college and departmental examinations after
college enroliment by contacting the appropriate college or
university department or testing center.

Type of courses
involved

CLEP exams are academic. Select from over 30 CLEP exams
and any number of departmental opportunities to demonstrate
proficiency in academic and technical subjects.

High school transcript
(AAR) course code

Not applicable.

High school course
numbers and
abbreviations

Not applicable.

Student selection

Any student desiring to document attainment of college-level
knowledge in academic or technical areas.

Facuity requirements

Not applicable.

Terms for award of
high school credit

Not applicable.

Terms for award of
college credit

Depends on college policies for award of credit or advanced
placement for CLEP exams and policies for departmental award of
credit-by -examination and/or for experience.

Student GPA and
Graduation Plan

Not applicable.

Student enrollment
status

Usually enrolied in college. May be enroiled in high school and
bank CLEP credit for future credit award.

Texas Success
Initiative

Not required for CLEP exams taken in high school. Departmental
exams or credit for experience may be subject to a postsecondary
institution’s basic skills assessment policy.

Tuition and fees

CLEP exam fees are $50 and local colleges may charge an
additional service fee. Colleges and universities may charge for
local examinations and may charge a fee to transcript credit.

Benefits to students

No specific courses need to be taken and there is no specific time
line for examinations.

Earning College Credit in Texas High Schools
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Career Clusters

Columbus Junior High recognizes the importance of beginning career exploration
early. We are providing information on Career Clusters offered in our district
below for your information. Career Clusters allow students to focus their current
educational coursework toward their future. Junior high students need to explore
many options with the realization that the knowledge and skill requirements for
careers rest firmly on the foundational curriculum they receive in their core
academic classes.

The Columbus ISD Career Clusters intersect with academics and electives to
provide cross training for a successful student transition into high school courses
and the workforce via post high school education. Listed below are the Career
Clusters and Career Pathways offered at Columbus High School:

1. Agriculture, Food, Natural Resources
Animal Systems
Plant Systems
Food Production
Power Structural and Technology Systems
2. Arts, Audio/Visual Technology and Communications
Journalism
Printing Technology
Audio Video Technology
3. Business Management, Finance and Marketing, Sales and Service
Marketing Manager
4. Health Science
Therapeutic Services
5. Hospitality and Tourism
Chef, Head Cook
6. Information Technology
Web Developer
7. Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Engineering Design

Some courses in each of these Career Clusters are part of a Tech Prep Plan.
The Earning College Credit in High School section gives further explanation.
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Using this information....

Following each Career Cluster are Career Pathway models that have helpful information
regarding that career field. It provides examples of the types of courses and extended
learning experiences that are important for all Career Pathways. This information can be

used to plan educational experiences, Tech Prep Plans and career choices.

At the top of each pathway model, you will find career goals with the corresponding O*NET
code. The O*NET code is an official classification of jobs and can be used to locate career-
related information. Teachers, counselors, or media center should be able to help you

locate further information.

The upper left side of the model highlights the core courses and career-related electives in
high school that can enhance career goal preparation. These models are based upon the
Recommended High School Graduation Plan and can easily be adapted for the

Distinguished Achievement High School Graduation Plan.

The upper right side of the model highlights examples of extended learning experiences
that can enrich knowledge and skill levels related to specified career goals. There are
examples of curricular activities, such as participation in Career and Technology Student
Organizations, work-based learning experiences, service learning activities, and

extracurricular activities.

The lower left side of the model indicates industry licensures/certifications and on-the-job
training experiences that may be available while still in high school. This section also
highlights the various levels of postsecondary education and examples of career options
available after completion of the specified level of education and training.

The lower right side of the model contains examples of professional associations. Many
organizations allow pre-professional membership while enrolled in a postsecondary
program. Most organizations have websites which are easily located by entering the

organization name in available search engines.
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Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources

e Discovering your future opportunities.
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